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Light on Jesus Christ

INTRODUCTION

THIS SPECIAL ISSUE of Light on a New World is published to coincide with the
end of 2,000 years from the birth of Jesus and the beginning of a new
Millennium. There is no other man who has made such an impact on the
history of the world as Jesus Christ! No other man can claim to have the
calendar set from the time of his birth - the dating of history from BC and AD
- a time line which stretches backwards and forwards from the date of his coming
into the world.

During the two Millennia since Christ’s birth, history also witnesses that
many people have been influenced by his teaching, living faithful and rewarding
lives. Sadly it has to be said, that many others have carried out barbarous acts of
cruelty and oppression while mis-using the name of Christ to justify their
behaviour. It must also be said that we have now reached a point in time, when
people are celebrating the new Millennium for the wrong reasons. The name
of Christ is often used blasphemously, particularly in the English speaking
world. The message of Christianity is ridiculed by many and Christ’s teaching
is dismissed as something not relevant to the 21st century.

The following articles have been written to remind our readers of the great
purpose of God centred in Jesus Christ. He is the focal point of God’s plan of
salvation for the world. The human race without exception. is subject to sin,
disease and death and the need for salvation has not diminished. The Bible tells
us that Jesus came into the world to remedy this situation and the aim of this
special issue is to demonstrate 1t’s teaching concerning the work of Jesus both
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in the past, the present and the future.
Jesus the Son of God, was chosen to
be the Saviour of the world and his
mission encompasses a number of
different roles including those of a
Prophet. Priest and King.

As the world in general celebrates
the end of one Millennium and the
beginning of another, we urge you to
think again about Jesus Christ, to
consider seriously his life, his mission
and his impact on the world.

We also urge you to consider
seriously your own position at this
eventful time in history. The future
belongs to Jesus Christ and our own o ]esus Christ
future is dependant on our
relationship to him.

In this uncertain world one thing is very certain as the Bible tells us:

*Jesus Christ is the same yesterday. today. and forever’
[{Hebrews 13.8 NKJV]

Read on thoughtfully, dear friends.

[a]



Jesus
- The Messiah

‘WE HAVE FOUND the Messiah’ [John 1.4] NKJV] was how Andrew conveyed the
news of his encounter with Jesus to his brother Peter. The Gospel record of John
explaing that ‘the Messiah’ is, by interpretation. ‘the Christ’ and the marginal
note in many Bibles indicates that both ‘Messiah’ and *Christ’ mean simply ‘The
Anointed” A short time later, Philip, another resident of Bethsaida where
Andrew and Peter lived, sought out his friend Nathanael with the same news:

“...We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
[John 1.45]

In his book, ‘'The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,’ the nineteenth
century scholar Alfred Edersheim lists 456 Old Testament passages which
Jewish rabbinical writers deemed to be applicable to the Messiah - the Anointed
One! The long list begins in the earliest chapters of Genesis and ends with
Malachi's prophecy of ‘the Sun of righteousness.” [Malachi 4.2] What then do the
Jewish scriptures (our Old Testament) reveal about the coming of Messiah?

A KING, A PROPHET...AND A PRIEST

When Nathanael acknowledged Jesus as the 'King of Israel’, [John 1.49] he
was reflecting the Jewish expectation that “The Anointed” would emerge as their
king. Thirty years earlier, when wise men from the East arrived in Jerusalem
asking: ‘Where 1s he that is born King of the Jews?’ {Matthew 2.2} the chief
priests and scribes had a ready answer from the prophecy of Micah:
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‘And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda. art not the least
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor. that shall rule my people Israel.”

[Matthew 2.6 - quoted from Micah 5.2]

In bygone days, certain kings of [srael were sometimes described as ‘the
LORD’s anointed.” {1 Samuel 24.6] Such kings were among three classes of
Israelites who were ‘ancinted’ of God. God’s *Anointed” then, would certainly
be a king.

A prophet could also be God's ‘ancvinted.’ [Psalm 105.15] So, of course, *The
Anointed” would be a prophet, for had not Moses declared: ‘The LORD thy God
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto
me." [Deuteronomy 18.15]

However, anointing was most commonly associated with the consecration of
priests. [ Exodus 30.30] The Law of Moses was very emphatic: such priests could
only be drawn from the descendants of Aaron, [Exodus 29.9; 30.30-33] from the
tribe of Levi, Whereas the scriptures were equally clear that “The Anointed, as
a king, would come from the tribe of Judah! [Genesis 49.10; Micah 5.2] How then
could “The Anointed” be a priest as well as a king?

MELCHIZEDEK

We must go back in time to the days of Abraham the father of the Jewish
people. 1,900 years before Christ, Abram (as he was still called at the time) had
pursued and defeated an alliance of Mesopotamian kings. On his return, he was
met by Melchizedek the king of Salem:

‘And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he
blessed him, and said. Blessed be Abram of the most high
God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most
high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.
And he gave him tithes of all.” [Genesiy 14.18-20]

Here was a king of Salem (Jerusalem) who was also a priest and his name,
Melchizedek, means ‘King of righteousness.” Melchizedek pronounced
blessings upon Abram and received tithes from him: a sign that the priesthood of
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Melchizedek was of a higher standing than that of Aaron, Abram’s
descendant. [Hebrews 7.1-10] No wonder that the record of this encounter was
not among the 456 passages in Edersheim’s list! The coming of “The Anointed’
would signal the end of the Law of Moses:

‘For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda: of which

tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.’
[Hebrews 7.14]

What of the fact that Melchizedek ‘brought forth bread and wine?’ Was it
not a portent of the time when Christ would declare that these very same
symbols represented his body and his blood? It would be 900 years before this
pattern was repeated, in another king, David - anointed first by Samuel the
prophet, and then by all Israel:

‘Then Samuel took the horn of oil. and anointed him in the
midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the LORD came upon
David from that day forward..." {1 Samuel 16.13f

‘So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron...and
they anointed David king over Israel.” {2 Samuel 5.1-3]

As king of Israel, David captured Jerusalem, establishing it as his capital.
[2 Samuel 5.6-9] He then withstood a Philistine invasion and decimated the
Philistine armies in the process. [2 Samuel 5.17-25] But David was not satisfied;
the Ark of God, the symbol of God's presence among His people was not yet
in its rightful place. [Psalm 132.1-5]

*So David went and brought up the ark of God...into the city
of David with gladness. And...he sacrificed oxen and fatlings.
And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and
David was girded with a linen ephod...And as soon as David
had made an end of offering burnt offerings and peace
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of
hosts. And he dealt among all the people...to every one a cake

of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine...’
[2 Samuel 6.12-14,18,19/
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David ‘the LORD's anointed' - vanquisher of lIsrael’s enemies. was now
reigning in Jerusalem. His standing as a prophet is attested to by many of the
Psalms.  And now David, king and prophet, had assumed the role of priest!
He wore ‘a linen ephod,” a garment associated with the priesthood and offered
sacrifices. There again was the bread and the wine! David’s reign as king of
Israel and his supremacy over his Gentile enemies anticipated the coming of
Messiah:

‘The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take

counsel together, against the LORD, and against his

anointed... Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.’
[Psalm 2.2-6]
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The river Jordon, north of Galilee

“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptised of him’ [Marthew 3.13]

This was what lsrael expected of their Messiah. It could only be ‘The
Anointed.” to whom the Psalm referred, for it continued:
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*...the LORD hath said unto me, Thou are my Son: this day
have [ begotten thee. Ask of me, and 1 shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance. and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of

iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
[Psalm 2.7-9]

How eagerly must the Jews of Christ’s day have looked forward to such a
national champion to bring an end to the Roman occupation. How bitterly
disappointed they would be with a *‘Messiah’ who failed to do that.

A SUFFERING MESSIAH?

One commentator has observed: ‘The portrait of an afflicted and suffering
Messiah is too minutely sketched by the Psalmist, by Isaiah, by Zechariah and
Daniel 1o be ignored even by reluctant Jews.” But the discrepancy between the
concept of *The Anointed” as a victorious king and the many Old Testament
passages, which portrayed a very different role, was too great for most Jews to
come to terms with. For example we read in the Psalms:

‘For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: neither wilt thou suffer
thine Holy One to see corruption.” [Psaim 16.10]

This was a stark indication that before the ‘Holy One’ would reign in glory,
he would first lie in the grave. awaiting resurrection. Another Psalm speaks of
*The Anointed” as ‘David my servani, the Hebrew name David meaning
‘Beloved.” Once again the glorious future reign of *The Anointed’ is preceded
by a time of suffering, when he himself would be in need of salvation:

‘I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I
anointed him...He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my
God, and the rock of my salvation. Also [ will make him my

firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.’
[Psalm 89.20,26,27]

The verses which follow in this Psalm make it clear that ‘The Anointed’
would not suffer because of his own sins., but for the sins of others: an
important distinction which is confirmed by the prophet Isaiah:
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‘But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities...and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all.” {Isaiah 33.5.6]

Perhaps the most explicit indication that “The Anointed” would die, comes
in the prophecy of Daniel. where it is stated that at a predetermined time,
shall Messiah be cut off.” [Daniel 9.26] On the basis of this prophecy many Jews
in Christ’s day were expecting the Messiah to appear at that time. How many of’
them took note of that sober pronouncement that “The Messiah® - their anointed
king was to die?

A KING AND A PRIEST FOR EVER

It was through David, in his capacity as a prophet, that God established the
link between the ancient king/priest Melchizedek and “The Messiah.’

‘The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent. Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchizedek. /Psalm 110.4]

“The Messiah™ would, like Melchizedek. combine the offices of a King,
a priest and a prophet. He would be a king and a priest for ever; there would
be no successors. With the invaluable aid of the New Testament commentary
on these verses, it is possible to learn more from this Psalm:

“The LORD said unto my Lord. Sit thou at my right hand. until
I make thine enemies thy footstool.” {Psalm 110.1]

Sitting was an entirely appropriate posture for a king: but how could
‘God’s Anointed” function thus as a priest? The Epistle 1o the Hebrews
supplies the answer:

‘And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God: From henceforth

expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.’
[Hebrews 10.11-13]

Christ’s status as a priest would continue for ever, but when he was raised to
sit as king at God's right hand, his priestly work would largely have been
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accomplished: there would be no more sacrifices to offer. Only then would come
the time when he, like his forefather David. would reign in Zion, acclaimed by
all Israel as their King. triumphant over his enemies.

THE UNIQUENESS OF CHRIST

To see Christ foreshadowed in the lives and circumstances of men like
Melchizedek and David is not to suggest that “The Anointed’” would be simply
another in a succession of great figures in Israel’s history. There were many in
that long history who were anointed as kings. as prophets and as priests but “The
Anointed” would have unique status above all others:

“Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore
God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows." [Psalm 45.7]

God had told Moses that He would raise up a prophet ‘like unto thee, and
will put my words in his mouth...” [ Deuteronomy 18.18] But Christ would
speak with an authority that even Moses could not command; the Apostle Peter
declared that ‘God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holv Ghost (Spirit) and
with power.’ {Acts 10.38] On a sabbath day, 1.500 years after the time of Moses,
Jesus stood up n the synagogue at Nazareth and read from the prophecy
of Isaiah:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives. and
recovering of sight to the blind. to set at liberty them that are
bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

[Luke 4.16-19 - gquoted from Isaiah 61.1.2)

However reluctantly. his fellow Galileans in Nazareth and later in Capernaum,
were forced to concede that here was a man who spoke as if the Scriptures had
been written with him in mind:

‘And he began to say unto them. This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears. And all bare him witness. and wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth...And
they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with
power... [Luke 4.21,22.32]

9
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CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Jews were not mistaken in their expectation that their *Messiah’ - ‘The
Anointed” would be their king. Their understanding was however, incomplete.
With the benetit of hindsight, it is possible to see that the Old Testament contains
a wealth of detail concerning the "Messiah.” Coming as a prophet, he would
‘preach good tidings," proclaiming ‘liberty to the captives' [Isaiah 61.1] -not
those in subjection to the Romans, but those under the domination of sin. At his
first appearing, he would not be accepted by his fellow Jews. As a result, the
‘ucceptable vear of the LORD’ would quickly give way to the ‘dav of vengeance
of our God’ {Isaiah 61.2] As a priest, he would offer a unique sacrifice, himself,
reconciling both Jews and Gentiles to God.

Jesus is now in heaven, at the right hand of God, and will soon return to the
earth as Israel’s king. Sadly, with hundreds of Old Testament passages to draw
upon, the Jews of Christ’s day had formed a picture of the *Anointed One” which
could not accommodate Christ when he came! There is a lesson here for our own
days.

Without doubt the finest discourse on this subject was delivered by Christ
himself to two of his disciples on the afternoon of his resurrection. Joining them
on their journey to the village of Emmaus (and with his identity concealed). he
quickly dispelled their despondency over his recent crucifixion:

*...0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things,
and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself. [Luke 24.25-27]

The substance of this conversation has not been recorded: later generations
would have the New Testament as their guide. But Christ is here confirming for
us, that there is a treasure-house of valuable information about "The Messiah’ -
the Lord’s *Anointed,” to be found in that often neglected part of our Bibles that
we call the Old Testament.

Stephen Camplin
Newtoundland, Canada



Jesus
- The Prophet

WE TEND TO think of the role of a prophet in terms of someone who can foretell
the future. When we study the Bible we find that the mission and message of
Israel’s prophets were much wider than this. In Old Testament times the
prophets of Israel were great teachers. directing the people to obey the laws of
their God and warning them of the consequences of disobedience. Some of these
warnings were spoken in prophetic language. foretelling future events.

Some of the prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah are well known for their
predictions concerning the coming of Christ. [t may surprise you to know that
Abraham was counted as a prophet, as we learn from the book of Genesis.
[Genesis 20.7] So was Moses, the great leader of Israel; also Samuel the last of
Israel's judges. Saul and David. the first two kings of Israel, were also described
as prophets. Towards the end of the monarchy a number of prophets were sent
to the nation of Israel in an effort to halt the moral and religious decline of the
Jewish people. They warned the people of impending disaster if they continued
along that path. The prophets were guided by God to foretell tuture events - the
fall of Jerusalem. the captivity in Babylon and the eventual partial restoration to
their own land. These were what we might call short-term prophecies and they
were fulfilled sometimes within a year or maybe a few years later. Only a
prophet speaking under Divine inspiration could have predicted these events.
Some like Ezekiel and Daniel prophesied during their captivity and foretold
events many hundreds of vears in advance.

We can now begin to appreciate the role of the prophets in the religious life
of the nation of Isracl. Their unique position is summed up in some words of the
Apostle Peter:

‘knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any
private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of
man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit." {2 Peter 1.20.21 NKJV]
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