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STEP FIVE

INTRODUCTION
This Fifth step forward takes you through sixteen weeks to complete a half-year of reading God's Word. Already you have read marvellous and comforting records of

God's work and love.

· The notes can still only be brief because of lack of space. But by now you will be picking out vital points from the chapters yourself.

· There are sometimes difficult or obscure matters in the readings. God has wisely designed the Bible so that we shall always have plenty of interesting and exciting things to discover all through our lives. We shall never finish finding out ALL there is to know

· from God's Word.

· We can, however, (and we must) come very soon to learn the essential teachings and message. If we come across problems it is always best to let Scripture interpret Scripture. The answers to our questions are often in the same chapter as our problem.

· So look back at what you have already read, make use of marginal references or of a 'concordance' if you have one (that is a list in alphabetical order, of words in the Bible).

· Consult pages 61 to 64 of this note book for some references to Bible teachings, as they arise.

· Continue to read every day, carefully, consistently and prayerfully.

WEEK 11
MARK'S DIVINELY INSPIRED RECORD OF THE LIFE OF JESUS
· Mark (John Mark) was a friend of Peter (1 Peter 5:13) and a companion of the Apostle Paul (Acts 12:12).

· His record of the life of Jesus may have been the earliest. It is certainly the shortest and there is a note of URGENCY about the account.

· ** Notice the frequent use of 'urgent' words such as: 
· 'immediately’ 'straightway' 'astonished' 'forthwith' — 'amazed'

· The urgency and impact of the message will not be lost on us if we read earnestly and prayerfully.

· Mark makes several references to 'demons' and 'evil spirits; These are not evil gods. See notes on pages 61-64 (No. 29).

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 11

	Sunday 

Mark1
	Jesus is the Son of God (verses1,11). His compassion is great. The many miracles which Mark records underline these facts. Count them.

	Monday 

Mark 2
	Jesus can provide forgiveness(verse 10) but cannot help the ‘self-righteous'—those who see no need for salvation (verse 17).

	Tuesday 

Mark 3
	More miracles. 'Hardness of heart'(verse 5) is the greatest obstacle to faith. The apostles are chosen(verses 13-19).

	Wednesday 

Mark 6
	People's attitudes were important if they were to be healed (verse 5). John the Baptist was faithful unto death. How many miracles so far?

	Thursday 

Mark 7
	Our own cherished ideas sometimes have to be dropped (verse 7). We must make sure our beliefs are scriptural.

	Friday 

Mark8
	Jesus gave thanks for food (verse6). Do we show the same gratitude that he did?

	Saturday 
Mark 9
	Mark has three references to Jesus' knowledge of what lay ahead for him. (See 8:31; 9:31; 10:33).


WEEK 12
THE BONDAGE OF EGYPT
· The experiences of Israel in Egypt under bondage to Pharaoh are likened, in Scripture, to our bondage under Sin and Death.

· Egypt later becomes a symbol for 'the world' in its godlessness and its sin. We need to be saved from it and thereafter have no desire to return.

· The word EXODUS—the name given to the second book written by Moses—means 'the coming out;

· Being 'called out of Egypt' is a great blessing for God's children. Follow this interesting chain of references: Exodus 4:22, Hosea 11:1, Matthew 2:15, Hebrews 2:15, Romans 8:21 and Revelation 7:14.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 12

	Sunday 
Exodus 1
	Israel thrive in Egypt despite being slaves. Evil men may try to eliminate God's people but they will fail in the end.

	Monday 
Exodus 2
	Moses is born, the deliverer and giver of God's law. A mother was paid to bring up her own son! (verse9). The faith of Moses' parents was rewarded (Hebrews 11:23).

	Tuesday 
Exodus 3
	Moses in exile is called by God to do His work. Verse 6 'The God of Abraham' is a reminder of God's promises to Abraham (e.g. Genesis 15).

	Wednesday 
Exodus 4
	'Israel is my son, even my first-born: Here, (verse 22) Pharaoh was warned in advance of the tenth plague (chapter 12:29).

	Thursday 
Exodus 5
	Compare Pharaoh's attitude (verse2) with that of the Assyrians in later days (2 Kings 18:35).

	Friday 
Exodus 6
	The seven promises to Abraham(Genesis 12:1-3) are matched by seven promises to Israel (verses6-8).

	Saturday 
Exodus 7
	Pharaoh asked for a miracle (verse9). But he did not repent. God gives us evidence. Do we heed it?


WEEK 13
MIRACLES
· Mark's record contains many references to miracles performed by Jesus.

· Some people try to dismiss miracles as impossible or unnecessary. A little thought however shows just how important the miracles are.

· Miracles have been different for different ages in history:

a) For Pharaoh -the ten plagues

b) In New Testament times -miracles of healing

c) In later days -the preservation of the Bible

d) TODAY - the miracle of the survival of Israel

· Miracles are acts performed by God in the affairs of men in order to bring them to faith or to warn them of judgment to come. They were evidence that God was at work in the prophets and in Jesus.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 13

	Sunday 
Mark 10
	Jesus came to redeem men by his superlative life (verses 43-45). 'Son of David' (verse 47) was the title of the Messiah. See God's promise in 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah 9:6-7.

	Monday 
Mark 11
	Jesus comes to Jerusalem for the last week of his life. The fig tree (verses 12-14) was a symbol for the nation of Israel. See also chapter 13, verses 28-29.

	Tuesday 
Mark 12
	Jesus teaches in the court of the   Temple. Verse 26 'The God of Abraham' is another echo from Exodus 3:6 which we read last week.

	Wednesday 
Mark 13
	Verse 33. 'Take heed watch and pray' is good advice for us, with Christ's coming so near.

	Thursday 
Mark 14
	The breaking of bread looks forward to the coming Kingdom (verse 25)  Note Peter's fear (verses 66-71).   Compare this with Acts 4:31 Only the fact of the risen Christ could account for such a change!


	Friday 
Mark 15
	If the manner of Jesus at his death showed he was the Son of God (verse 39) how much more would his resurrection prove it!

	Saturday 
Mark 16
	The greatest morning since Adam left Eden! Jesus IS Son of God, Saviour and coming King. This is the gospel to be believed. Baptism follows (verses 15-16).


WEEK 14
THE DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT
· The Exodus, accompanied as it was by many great miracles, demonstrated that God is the only God.

· Each plague was a direct challenge to the so-called 'gods' of Egypt, which were powerless.

· The slaying of the firstborn (the plague of death), was brought about by Egypt's refusal—nine times— to release the Israelites and was God's final act of deliverance of His people. His firstborn.

· The deliverance from Egypt and the slaving of the 'passover' lamb (so called because the angel of death could 'pass over' the houses where the blood was sprinkled) are remembered in the yearly Passover Feast of the Law of Moses, by Jews, and the week-by-week remembrance of Christ the 'passover lamb' by true followers of Jesus.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 14

	Sunday 
Exodus 8
	To deny the miracles in Egypt would be to believe in ten impossible coincidences! We would still be left with the question: How did Israel get out of Egypt?

	Monday 
Exodus 9
	'My people' (verse 1). The Hebrews (children of Israel) are God's witnesses (Isaiah 43:12,21).

	Tuesday 
Exodus 10
	We should teach our children and grandchildren about God and His ways (verse 2).

	Wednesday 
Exodus 11
	Eleven times in seven chapters God says 'that ye may know; He gives us ample evidence of His existence.

	Thursday 
Exodus 12
	The Passover Lamb pointed forward to Jesus, 'the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world' (John 1:29).

	Friday
Exodus 13
	God chose to lead Israel towards the Red Sea (not the normal caravan route to Philistia) (verses 17-18).


	Saturday 
Exodus 14
	The miraculous crossing through the Red Sea (verse 22) was like a baptism for Israel. See 1 Corinthians 10:1-2. It spelt death for the Egyptians.


WEEK 15
LUKE'S DIVINELY INSPIRED RECORD OF THE LIFE OF JESUS
· Luke, the physician, was a Gentile helper of the Apostle Paul; he also wrote the Book of Acts. See Acts 1:1.

· He sets out 'in order' (verse 3) the events of Christ's life against the historical background of the Roman times. See for example: 1:5; 2:1; 3:1; 13:1; 21:24.

· The record shows Jesus as the Great Physician, and as Son of man and Saviour, first of Israel but also of the Gentiles. See Luke 2:32.

· In chapter 3 Luke gives us the genealogy of Jesus via Mary daughter of Heli (verse 23), though Joseph her husband is named after the normal custom. The line is traced back through Nathan, a son of David, back to Adam who was made by God (verse 38). Thus Jesus is shown as being linked with all men, for we are all descendants of Adam.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 15

	Sunday 
Luke 1
	The Son of God (verses 32-35) will sit on David's throne in Jerusalem, for ever (verse 33). He is a virgin's son (verse 27) and God is his Father by the Holy Spirit (verses 31, 35).

	Monday 
Luke 2
	Jesus, born in David's town will bring joy (verse 10) and peace (verse14) to the world when he is King.

	Tuesday 
Luke 4
	Jesus endures temptation and then commences his great work of preaching and redemption as foretold in Isaiah 61:2.

	Wednesday 
Luke 5
	Jesus still says: "Follow me" (verses11,27). Dare we? It needs a new outlook (verse 38). Peter knew that (verse 8).

	Thursday 
Luke 7
	Jesus was always moved (verse 9) when anyone showed FAITH. still looks for FAITH from us. Jesus He knows the hearts of all men (verses39-40,47).

	Friday 
Luke 9
	Verse 18. Who do men say I am? He is Son of God, Son of man. Saviour and coming King!


	Saturday 
Luke 10
	Knowledge about who Jesus is may be hidden to those who are proud(verse 21). The Good Samaritan is a challenge to every man.


WEEK 16
 THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY
· Israel's journey through the Sinai wilderness contains lessons for us, in the journey we are called on to make from 'bondage' to the land of Promise   (the Kingdom of God).
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	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 16

	Sunday 
Exodus 16
	Israel soon forget God's goodness and begin to murmur. The 'Manna'(verses 14-18) had to be collected and eaten daily - like our daily bread from God's Word. "Give us this day our daily bread"

	Monday 
Exodus 17
	The smitten rock (verse 6) pointed to Christ who would be a fountain of life. (1 Corinthians 10:4).

	Tuesday 
Exodus 19
	Israel were special to God (verses5-6) as those in Christ also are (1 Peter 2:9). Moses ascends the mountain to receive the famous commandments.


	Wednesday 
Exodus 20
	The Ten Commandments were guides to Israel's happiness. See Mark 12:28-34 and Luke 10:25-28.

	Thursday 
Exodus24
	Israel said they would be obedient(verse 7) but failed. We ALL need a Saviour!

	Friday 
Exodus 25
	The Tabernacle, at the centre of the Camp, pointed forward to Christ who should be at the centre of our lives.

	Saturday 
Exodus 32
	It is important to worship God in His way, not our own (verse 5). Man makes his own gods but they are always degrading.


WEEK 17
PRAYER AND WORSHIP
· The Lord's Prayer (Luke 11) contains the vital elements of all prayer—humility, praise, recognition of God's will. His coming Kingdom, His daily provision and our own need of forgiveness and strength.

· God is Holy (Luke 11:2). His covering for our sin is needed if we are to approach Him. Man cannot provide his own salvation.

· Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. There is no other way, no other truth and no life eternal without him.

· Christ is the only real mediator between God and men (1 Timothy 2:5). It is through him that prayer and worship must finally be offered.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 17

	Sunday 
Luke 11
	Our daily bread, both physical and spiritual comes from God and we must thank Him for both.

	Monday 
Luke 12
	Verse 31. If we seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness He will make provision for all we really need.

	Tuesday 
Luke 13
	Entrance into the Kingdom requires effort on our part (verses 24-29) even though God provides. Jesus foretells his death at Jerusalem(verse 33).

	Wednesday 
Luke 14
	Nothing must come before God in our lives, preventing us from accepting His invitation (verses 15-20). Humility is the way of Christ (verse11).

	Thursday 
Luke 15
	God wants men to return to Him. Like the father in the parable He comes out to meet those who repent.

	Friday 
Luke 16
	'Moses and the prophets' and the resurrection of Jesus provide joint evidence sufficient for all (verse 31).


	Saturday 
Luke 17
	The Pharisees professed to be waiting for Christ but did not recognize him when he came. He was 'within'(among) them and they would not accept his teaching (verse 21).


WEEK 18
 THE TABERNACLE
· The Tabernacle (the word means a tent) was to be the central point of worship for Israel in the wilderness.

· Into the Most Holy Place (see plan), only the High Priest entered, once a year, on the Day of Atonement, to seek forgiveness for Israel.

· Jesus Christ fulfilled all the things that the law and tabernacle stood for.

LEVITICUS
· Leviticus is the book about priests, offerings and the importance of true worship.

[image: image2.png]et Tigly Prace
3

»~
e
remako)
)

7 Ark of Covenant

6 Veil

5—Incense Altar
4—Candlestick

3 Table of Shewbread
2 Laver

1—Altar of Burnt Offerings

Plan of the Tabernacle




	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 18

	Sunday 
Leviticus 8
	Careful preparation of our heart is necessary if WE are to serve God. (verse 5).

	Monday 
Leviticus 10
	Again it is important to serve God in HIS way (verse 3).


	Tuesday 
Leviticus16
	The Day of Atonement was observed every year; but Christ obtained  eternal redemption(Hebrews 9:12; 10:19-22).

	Wednesday 
Leviticus 17
	The life is in the blood (verse 11). The 'blood' of Christ meant the giving of his life (Hebrews 13:20).

	Thursday 
Leviticus 23
	This chapter describes the Jewish spiritual calendar for each year. By this means the nation was united.

	Friday 
Leviticus 25
	The land of Israel is God's land,

though He is not yet recognised as its owner (verse 23).

	Saturday 
Leviticus26
	Verse 33. This prophecy has come true in every detail. Israel are indeed God's witnesses whether in blessing or in cursing.


WEEK 19
THE WAY OF THE CROSS
· Jesus knew that the cross lay ahead of him, yet he 'set his face to go to Jerusalem; Follow this trail of references. Luke 9:51-53; 17:11; 19:28,37,41,45.  He was finally crucified outside the city (Hebrews 13:12-14).

THE TEMPLE AND CITY    
· The Temple of Herod was to be destroyed (Luke 21:6) and the city trodden down of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24).    

· 'The stone (Jesus) rejected of the builders' (20:17) is the cornerstone of God's real House—His people in which He will dwell. 
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	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 19

	Sunday 
Luke 18
	Prayer is strength (verse 1) and should teach us humility (verse 14). The Kingdom of God accepted now can mean life for us in the world(age) to come (verse 30).

	Monday 
Luke 19
	The establishment of the Kingdom is FUTURE—to be seen when the nobleman who represents Jesus (verses 11-12) returns.

	Tuesday 
Luke 20
	Jesus quoted Psalm 2 as a reference to himself as God's Son and David's 'Lord' (verses 41-44).

	Wednesday 
Luke 21
	The release of Jerusalem (verse 24) from non-Jewish domination will be accompanied by world wide disasters (as TODAY) (verses 25-26) and heralds Christ's return (verse27).

	Thursday 
Luke 22
	Jesus looked forward to sharing(communion) with his disciples in his Kingdom (verses 16-18).

	Friday 
Luke 23
	The thief (verse 43) believed in the coming Kingdom (verse 42) when the earth will be a 'paradise'(garden).

	Saturday 
Luke 24
	Understanding the Old Testament involves seeing Christ through its teaching (verses 25-27, 44-45). The risen Christ still used the Old Testament; it is essential to Christianity.


WEEK 20
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS
· Numbers, the fourth book of Moses, is so called because it contains two 'numberings' (censuses) of Israel in the wilderness (Numbers chapter 1 and chapter 26).

· The bulk of the generation that left Egypt at the time of the Exodus died in the wilderness because of lack of FAITH. A new generation was given the opportunity to show more faith.

· Numbers continues the account of how the 12 tribes became a nation ready to occupy the land of Canaan.

 CHRIST AND THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY
· Israel's experiences provide many 'types' or 'shadows' pointing forward to Christ.

· In NUMBERS we meet several examples, including:

a) Caleb—man of faith of the tribe of Judah (14:24).

b) Joshua—his name is the same as Jesus and he too became leader of God's people (14:30).

c) Aaron—the High Priest. Jesus is the greater High Priest (Hebrews 7:11,22).

d) Aaron's rod that budded (17:8). See note below.

e) The smitten rock (Exodus 17:6 compared with Numbers 20; 11).

f) The brazen serpent—like Christ crucified (21:8-9).

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 20

	Sunday 
Numbers 14
	Verse 21. In spite of man. God will fulfill His promise to fill the earth with His glory. Compare Habakkuk2:14.

	Monday 
Numbers 17
	Verse 8. The almonds coming from a dead rod point forward to Christ and the resurrection.

	Tuesday 
Numbers 20
	Moses was commanded to speak to the rock (verse 8) but he smote it(verse 11) and displeased God.

	Wednesday 
Numbers 21
	John 3:14 should be read alongside verses 8-9 of this chapter.


	Thursday 
Numbers 22
	God's angel was an adversary (the Hebrew word is 'Satan') to prevent Balaam cursing Israel (verse 22).

	Friday 
Numbers 23
	God will keep His promises about Israel, made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (verse 19). (Romans 11:29).

	Saturday 
Numbers 24
	Verses 17-19. This is a prophecy about Jesus who will appear, and save Israel in a time of trouble in 'the latter days' (verse 14).


WEEK 21
JOHN'S DIVINELY INSPIRED RECORD OF THE LIFE OF JESUS
· John, 'the disciple that Jesus loved' presents a deeper, more profound account of the work of Jesus. He states his purpose in chapter 20, verses 30-31.

· He shows Jesus as the only begotten Son of God who is His representative and who was in God's mind and purpose before Creation. In that sense Jesus was 'in the beginning' though he did not exist until God's Word (plan or purpose) was 'made flesh' at the birth of Christ. (See how Peter describes this in 1 Peter 1:19-20).

· We need to read carefully, consistently and prayerfully so that we get a true and balanced view of Jesus. Many people who read ONLY John's Gospel have a wrong idea about him. Remember God gave us four gospels.

· There is a summary of Bible teachings at the end of this Plan.
	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 21

	Sunday 
John1
	Jesus came to show us what God is like. God Himself did NOT appear(verse 18). Even so, Jesus would be rejected.

	Monday 
John 3
	To believe in God's Son is vital(verses 15-18,34-36). Baptism too is ESSENTIAL (verse 5).

	Tuesday 
John 4
	Note the woman's growing understanding of who Jesus was (verses9,15,19,25,29).

	Wednesday 
John 10
	Christ will give eternal life to his sheep (those who believe and follow him) (verse 28).

	Thursday 
John 11
	Resurrection means bodily resurrection from the dead. Jesus taught his disciples to believe in resurrection at the last day (verse 24 and 5:29).

	Friday 
John 15
	Are WE Christ's friends? (verse 13). He lays down the conditions of friendship (verse 14).

	Saturday 
John 17
	This is the final recorded great prayer of Jesus, for his followers of that time, and those who would come to believe through them(verse 20).


WEEK 22
THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY
· The name means 'a repetition of the law; See Deuteronomy 17:18.

· Moses shortly before his death re-told the story of the wilderness journey and all that God had done for His people. He was addressing a new generation, but God knew that Israel as a nation would not be obedient.

· He dealt with the unchanging principles whereby faith is achieved and maintained. Christ used them throughout his life.

· But Israel did not understand, nor were they obedient. Moses' prophecy, given by God, in chapter 28 is a vivid forecast of the sufferings of the Jews, especially since AD 70.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 22

	Sunday
Deuteronomy 1
	Only two of all the men who were numbered when they left Egypt would enter the Promised Land, Caleb (verse 36) and Joshua (verse38).

	Monday
Deuteronomy 2
	The bulk of the generation that left Egypt died in the wilderness. See Hebrews 3:17-19.

	Tuesday
Deuteronomy 3
	Joshua would lead the Israelites into Canaan (verse 21). Jesus is the leader to God's Kingdom for all who will be obedient to him.

	Wednesday
Deuteronomy 6
	God's Word should be in OUR heart(verse 6). We should teach it to our children and talk about it always(verse 7).

	Thursday
Deuteronomy 8
	We cannot really LIVE except by the Word of God (verse 3). Jesus knew this (Matthew 4:4).

	Friday
Deuteronomy 18
	Jesus is THE PROPHET like Moses(verses 15,18) to whom we should hearken. Compare with Acts3:22-26.

	Saturday
Deuteronomy 28
	The words of the prophet Moses came true in the coming of Christ(see John 5:46-47) and in the overthrow of Israel in AD 70.




WEEK 23
THE BOOK OF ACTS
· The book of Acts was written by Luke (1:1) and was a continuation of his gospel record.

· It could rightly be called 'The Acts of Jesus and his apostles; See verse 1-'all that Jesus BEGAN both to do and to teach;

· Christ victorious over death was now at work establishing through the apostles companies of believers in Israel, in Samaria and everywhere (1;8).

· The same themes continue, based as they were on the promises contained in the Old Testament:

a) The coming Kingdom on earth.

b) The work of Jesus as Saviour and King.

c) The resurrection of Jesus was the assurance of resurrection for his followers and of the Kingdom of God.

d) The need for men to repent, believe the gospel and be baptized.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 23

	Sunday 
Acts 1
	Notice the clear promise, early in the book, that Jesus will REALLY come back in person to earth (verse 11).

	Monday 
Acts 2
	Peter who denied Jesus three times now witnesses fearlessly in Jerusalem. Repentance (turning, thinking again), belief and baptism are essential (verses 38,41).

	Tuesday 
Acts 3
	Jesus will return to restore God's Kingdom as stated by all God's holy prophets including Jesus (verses20-21).

	Wednesday 
Acts 4
	What a claim! (verse 12). Only Christ and his teaching can save. No other 'religion' will do.

	Thursday 
Acts 5
	Notice the continuing witness to the resurrection of Jesus (verse 30) and the proclamation of him as both Saviour and King (verse 31).

	Friday 
Acts 6
	The evidence of the resurrection was overwhelming. Even many of the Jewish priests believed (verse7).

	Saturday 
Acts 7
	The first death of a believer witnessing for Christ. Stephen showed how Israel as a nation had always rejected God and now they had rejected His Son (verse 52). Saul of Tarsus was party to the execution(8:1).


WEEK 24
THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN
· At the time of Joshua the Land of Promise was inhabited, by the Amorites and Canaanites who were idolatrous and filthy in their way of life. God had waited a long time before bringing punishment upon them (Genesis 15:16). 

· Israel were now to overcome them before inhabiting the territory, so that they should not fall into the same sins. The conquest of the Land, under Joshua, was miraculous.

· But later, faithlessness and compromise by Israel resulted in many of God's enemies remaining in the Land, only to cause trouble later.
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	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 24

	Sunday 
Joshua 1
	Joshua (like Jesus) made daily meditation in God's Word a rule for good success (verse 8).

	Monday 
Joshua 2
	Verses 8-11. Rahab's acceptance of God's people was evidence of her FAITH. See Hebrews 11:31. Notice the reputation of Israel, some of it 40 years old (verse 10).


	Tuesday 
Joshua 3
	The Ark of the Covenant (verse 11) went first. God led the way to the Kingdom for Israel as Jesus does for us.

	Wednesday 
Joshua 4
	Israel crosses the Jordan to enter the Promised Land. Thus, the promises to Abraham begin to blossom and will be made sure in Jesus Christ.

	Thursday 
Joshua 6
	The walls of Jericho come tumbling down and its ruins are known today. Rahab's faith was not forgotten and the promise to save her was kept.

	Friday 
Joshua 20
	Christ is OUR 'city of refuge' into which we must enter to escape from Sin and Death.

	Saturday 
Joshua24
	God's readiness to deliver us, as He did Israel (verses 1-13) should bring a response from us (verses 14,24).


WEEK 25
THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL
· The public work of Jesus began from his baptism in the river Jordan, the river over which Joshua and Israel had passed. Jesus campaigned everywhere in his own country before his death (Luke 8:1).

· After ascending to heaven, Jesus continued to work through his apostles in spreading the Gospel outwards from Jerusalem.

· The Gospel was first preached to the Jews, then Samaritans, then Proselytes (converts to Judaism—like the Ethiopian in Acts 8:27). Then the Gentiles (non-Jews) were called (Acts 10).
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	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 25

	Sunday 
Acts 8
	Notice the continued importance of belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, followed by baptism (verses 12,37-38).

	Monday 
Acts9
	Paul too believed and was baptized (verse 18). See Acts 22:16. His sins were forgiven at baptism.


	Tuesday 
Acts 10
	Even a good living man like Cornelius (verse 2) had to learn what he must do (verse 6). He believed (verses 42-43) and was baptised (verse 48).

	Wednesday 
Acts11
	Gentiles as well as Jews can inherit the promises of life (verse 18). Notice the first occurrence of the word 'Christian' (verse 26).

	Thursday 
Acts 12
	Although the disciples had prayed for Peter's release from prison(verse 5), they were taken by surprise when the answer came(verses 12-15).

	Friday 
Acts 13
	Christ's resurrection from the dead (verses 30-37) had been foretold in Psalm 16:10. He will fulfil (2 Samuel7:13). We can be linked with this - see Isaiah 55:3.

	Saturday 
Acts 14
	We can take courage, the door of faith, is still open (verse 27).


WEEK 26
 THE BOOK OF JUDGES
· The Judges ruled for over 400 years, from the death of Joshua until Samuel, during which Israel often turned to idolatry. Then God delivered them into the hands of their enemies, though He raised up 'judges' or leaders from time to time to save them. See Judges 2:16-19.

· Judges like Deborah and Barak, Gideon and Samson were people of great faith. They were named or included in the roll of honour (Hebrews 11).

 THE STORY OF RUTH
· During the period of the Judges the beautiful story of Ruth the Moabitess took place.

· She married into Israel by becoming the wife of Boaz at Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah. Their son continued the family which ultimately led to the Saviour.

Boaz m. Ruth

|

Obed

|
Jesse
|
David
|
Christ

See Ruth 4:18-22

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 26

	Sunday 
Judges4
	The decisive victory of Deborah and Barak (verses 14-15) delivered Israel from oppression and is used later on as a picture of Christ's victory over sin. See5;12, Psalm 68:18, Eph 4:8.

	Monday 
Judges 7
	God did not need a big army—just faithful men ready for battle (verses1-8).


	Tuesday 
Judges14
	Verses 5-6. Samson's strength came from God. See David's fight(1 Samuel 17:34-36) and Paul's deliverance (2 Timothy 4:17).

	Wednesday 
Ruth1
	Ruth was a stranger from Moab. But she chose the God of Israel(verse 16) and God blessed her(4:13).

	Thursday 
Ruth 2
	Verse 11. Ruth left her own people(like Abram did) and came to trust under the wings of the God of Israel (verse 12).

	Friday 
Ruth 3
	Boaz, who pointed forward to Christ, proved himself honourable and acted as a true kinsman-redeemer (verse 13).

	Saturday 
Ruth 4
	So Ruth was purchased (verse 10) as Jesus purchased his Church to be his Bride.
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